Health Care Professional Work Force Matrix
1. Demographics for your own area (state, county, or region – your choice)
	
	Complete the information for each row
	Is there competition for this entity?  (yes/no)

	
	
	

	Nearest hospital (name and location)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Ochsner Primary Care
	NO

	Nearest primary care clinic
(name and location)
	Walgreens Nursing
	NO

	Nearest dentist (name and location)
	Beacon Dental
	NO

	Nearest skilled nursing facility (name and location)
	Twin oaks
	NO

	Nearest pharmacy
(name and location)
	La Dental Pharmacy
	YES

	Nearest mental health facility (name and location
	St. James primary care Mental
	NO




2. Do these facilities meet the needs of your community? In your own words, explain why or why not. What is your recommendation for sustaining or improving the health care services offered in your area? 
The above mentioned facilities do not meet the needs of the community I come from. The community has only one hospital located almost an hour drive from the community. Also, it has less healthcare professionals to attend to the health concerns of the community. It does not meet the community needs because it only deals with health issues that are not chronic. Whenever there is a chronic health concern, the patient has to be transferred to another hospital in the region. The nearest nursing care around do not also meet the needs of the community. There is high population of the elderly in society compared to those who are provided care at the facility. Additionally, it does not have adequate skilled professionals to provide care to the needy and elderly. The dentist facility around provides services to those people with dental health issues. However, the number of patients with the dental problems are far much more that the facilities and dentists that can provide for them services. The nearest pharmacy is the busiest place in the region. People conduct their self-diagnosis and rush to the pharmacy with self-prescriptions. However, due to high population in the locality, the pharmacy is not capable of serving the whole community effectively. At times there are no drugs required. It has also led to wrong medication increasing challenges in the healthcare sector. The mental health facility available does not also meet the community needs. Because of many diagnoses of mental related disorders as a result of COVID 19 pandemic, many patients were not seeking medication from mental facility because of fewer professionals to provide them care. Overall, the region does not have enough healthcare facilities and healthcare professionals to meet the community needs. 
Recommendations
Based on the healthcare challenges experienced in the region, I would recommend various strategies to help meet the community needs. First, there should be construction of more healthcare facilities in the region to avoid overcrowding at one facility for services. Secondly, the healthcare ministry needs to employ more healthcare specialists to provide quality and safe healthcare services that improve patient outcomes. More physicians, physical experts, nurses, nutritionists, psychiatrists, and others need to be employed. The physicians would help in diagnosis of health disorders (Lumen learning, n.d). Psychiatrists would diagnose mental related disorders. Nurses would care for patients; nutritionists would help in advising the community about their healthy eating, while the physical experts would help the community to be physically active. These would help promote wellbeing and prevent the development of chronic health issues. Additionally, I would recommend the introduction of technology in caring for the sick. Advanced technology like telehealth and telemedicine would also help meet the needs of the community. 
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